
Navigating Undergraduate Teacher 
Education Matriculation and 

Certification Processes

This resource provides current and future educator 
candidates with an overview of the UNT Dallas 

School of Education (SOE) undergraduate teacher 
education program and SOE resources.
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Why Teach? 

The teaching profession provides the 
opportunity to:

• change lives and make a difference.

• prepare the next generation.

• earn a competitive salary and signing 
bonuses.

• become vested in a retirement system with 
benefits and income after leaving the 
profession. 
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Our Mission

The School of Education (SOE) will prepare 
students for careers in education and 

prepare them to serve in linguistically and 
culturally diverse communities in the 

North Texas region and beyond. The SOE 
strives to strengthen area school districts 
in the UNT-Dallas community with high 

quality teachers who will ultimately serve 
under resourced youth. The SOE also 
works directly with school district and 

community college partners to support 
recruiting. We are also actively engaged 

with students and alumni to improve 
student retention and graduation rates.



Future Teachers’ Creativity Lab
Through our mission we provide many opportunities for our SOE students and candidates to obtain experiences 
to prepare for the education profession. Our Future Teachers’ Creativity Lab is filled with resources.
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Student Advisement

To set up an advisement 
appointment, visit: 

https://advising.untdallas.edu.

Students under 60 credit hours meet 
with one of our Student Success 

Advisors.

Students at or above 60 credit hours 
will meet with the designated UNTD 

Education Advisor.

www.teach.untdallas.edu
soeteam@untdallas.edu

972-338-1503 

SOE Contact 
Information

https://advising.untdallas.edu/
http://www.teach.untdallas.edu/
mailto:soeteam@untdallas.edu


SOE Division Contacts

5



UNT Dallas undergraduate future 
teachers are pursuing the Bachelors of 
Science in Interdisciplinary Studies 
degree with a specific area of 
certification (major area).

The area of certification is a State of 
Texas designation of the grade level
and content areas a teacher is qualified 
to teach after meeting coursework, 
testing, and field experience 
requirements.

All applicants who apply to become 
certified in Texas must pass required 
licensure examinations and a national 
criminal history background check. 
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What is Certification/Licensure?

To learn more, visit: https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Initial_Certification/Becoming_a_Classroom_Teacher_in_Texas.
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Certification is a state license to teach in public schools – which verifies the educator has demonstrated the 
knowledge and skill to instruct a defined age group of students in the specified content areas.  In the State of 
Texas, there are multiple steps to becoming certified.

1
2
.3
.4
.
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Obtain a Bachelor’s Degree. 

Complete our UNTD SOE educator preparation program (EPP).

While enrolled in the EPP, apply to take and pass certification exams (See costs at 
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html.

Submit UNTD SOE application to be Recommended  take a state 
application and pay for Certification and apply to the respective state 
where you want to obtain certification. In Texas, apply in the TEA 
Educator Online Certification System and pay the required fees.

Complete fingerprinting as part of a mandatory 
criminal background check.

https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Initial_Certification/Becoming_a_Classroom_Teacher_in_Texas
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html


Undergraduate Degree Program and Certification Areas

Teacher candidates graduate with eligibility for multiple areas of certification making our students highly 
competitive.  Every candidate seeking a BS, Interdisciplinary Studies choose from one of the eight areas of 
certification listed below:

• Early Childhood-6th Grades and English as a Second Language (EC-6 & ESL)

• Early Childhood-6th Grades and Bilingual Education (EC-6 & Bilingual)

• Early Childhood – 6th Grades and Special Education Grades EC-12 (EC-6 & SpEd)

• Languages Other Than English – Spanish K-12 (LOTE K-12)

• Mathematics Grades 4-8 and English as a Second Language (Math 4-8 & ESL)

• Science Grades 4-8 and English as a Second Language (Science 4-8 & ESL)

• Social Studies Grades 4-8 and English as a Second Language (SS 4-8 & ESL)

• English, Language Arts, and Reading Grades 4-8 and English as a Second Language (ELAR 4-8 & ESL)

• Life Science Grades 7-12 (Life Science 7-12)

• Mathematics Grades 7-12 (Math 7-12)
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Which certification area should you 
pursue? Several factors inform a future teacher’s decision around which 

certification area to pursue.

What age of students do you 
want to work with?
EC-6 → Elementary

4-8 →Middle School
EC-12 → Any grade
7-12 → Highschool

Which degree will best 
accommodate transfer 

coursework?
Depends on your coursework, but 

generally EC-6/ESL or any 4-8 
Content Area

Are you fluent in written 
and oral Spanish?
EC-6 Bilingual or 

LOTE- Spanish EC-12

Competitive Signing Bonuses 
(varies by district)

EC-6 Bilingual
Special Education EC-12,

Mathematics
Science

18



Choosing a Certification Area
When enrolling at UNTD SOE, educator candidates select an area of certification so their degree plan will incorporate the 
coursework needed. Below is a chart comparing some of our certification areas. See required exams on the next slide.

Certification Area Certification Exams High Needs Hiring Area School Placement

EC-6 and ESL 4 exams Yes – with ESL Elementary

EC-6 and Bilingual 5 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus Elementary

EC-6 and SpEd EC-12 4 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus All Levels

ELAR 4-8 and ESL 3 exams Yes – with ESL Middle School

SS 4-8 and ESL 3 exams Middle School

Math 4-8 and ESL 3 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus Middle School

Science 4-8 and ESL 3 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus Middle School

LOTE – Spanish EC-12 2 exams Yes All Levels

Life Science 7-12 2 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus Middle and High School

Mathematics 7-12 2 exams Yes, often w/ signing bonus Middle and High School



Required TExES Licensure Examinations

• These examinations are required by 
the State of Texas to become certified 
educators. 

• You should complete and pass the 
required certification exams prior to 
clinical teaching. 

• Texas limits the number of times to 
complete an individual exam to five 
attempts total.



Changing your Degree Program and 
Certification Area After program admission, 

students must submit 
the Change of Major 

form to University 
Advisement with a copy 
to the coordinator and 

Teacher Certification and 
Accountability Officer 
(TCAO). The TCAO will 
update the status in 
ECOS for  students 

admitted to teacher 
education. 

Prior to program 
admission, 

students can change 
their area of certification 
by submitting a Change 

of Major form with 
University Advisement.
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Programmatic Progression
An overview of programmatic stages from enrollment at the university through full 
teacher certification.
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Program At A Glance

The Teacher Education program is structured so candidates can meet 

coursework requirements for their degree and requirements for 

professional teacher certification.  

Certification requirements include coursework, field experience hours, clinical 

teaching, and certification exams.

The following slides will walk you through our program sequence with 

more detail on key benchmarks and requirements.



Phase 1: Completion of Core and Major 
Coursework

Declare BS, Interdisciplinary 

Studies Major with initial teacher 

certification.

Become admitted to UNT Dallas.

Complete Core Courses & Begin 

Major Courses.

Program Benchmark

Complete 60 credit hours (including 2 math and 2 science courses) 

with a 2.75 GPA.

Apply for Admission to 

Teacher Education. 23



How do I apply for 
Admission to Teacher Education?

View application and process steps at
https://teach.untdallas.edu/teacher-
education-program-admissions. 

Compile all required items needed 
for admission. 

Submit all required materials in the 
digital application.
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https://teach.untdallas.edu/teacher-education-program-admissions


Admission to Teacher Education Requirements 
For additional details, visit https://teach.untdallas.edu/teacher-education-program-admissions.

• Candidates will be notified in writing 
whether they are offered admission to 
teacher education.

• Candidates must accept and sign/or 
digitally accept the offer letter for 
admission to teacher education. 

• Commensurate with enrollment in 
EDUC 3320, pay for and set up a TK20 
account. 

• See TK20 steps at 
https://teach.untdallas.edu/tk20. 

• For questions on TK20 contact 
DatadriveSOE@untdallas.edu.
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https://teach.untdallas.edu/teacher-education-program-admissions
https://teach.untdallas.edu/tk20
mailto:DatadriveSOE@untdallas.edu


Phase 2: Completion of Teacher 
Education Core Courses

Acceptance to Teacher Education

Completion of 

Teacher Education Courses

https://teach.untdallas.edu/clinical-teaching

Program Benchmark and Clinical 1 Admissions Requirements

Complete all core, major, and teacher education coursework with a 2.75 GPA or 

higher. Earn a B or higher in EDUC 3320 and pass Checkpoint 1. Show 

documentation of content licensure examination preparation and/or passage.

Application for Clinical 1: Methods

26https://teach.untdallas.edu/clinical-teaching

https://teach.untdallas.edu/clinical-teaching


Study Plan

Use this 

multi-step study plan 
to analyze your 

diagnostic test scores, 
set testing goals by 

competency, and map 
out your study plan 

onto a calendar.

To access this study plan and more, go to  https://teach.untdallas.edu/certification-testing.
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TExES Preparation Resources

• Series of symposia offered throughout 

the year for current students, clinical 

teachers and interns, alumni, and district 

partners.

• Symposia topics include: test 

preparation, career preparation, and 

current topics in education.

• Sessions are offered free of charge to 

students and graduates.

• UNTD SOE offers Continuing Education 

Units (CEUs) to certificated educators.
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Online TExES Resources

To access forms and learn more: https://teach.untdallas.edu/certification-testing-preparation-

resources. 
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https://teach.untdallas.edu/certification-testing-preparation-resources


Representative Examinations
• Representative exams are the most 

reliable as they are retired, former 
TExES exams. 

• UNT Dallas testing center offers 
computer based representative tests 
under a secure testing environment. 
Our campus is also an approved testing 
site for Pearson TExES exams.

• All exams are monitored via Respondus
Monitor and reviewed by testing staff.

• Currently, students and alumni pay a fee 
of $25.00 per representative test 
attempt with limitations on the number 
of attempts.

• Students can log into the Canvas Course 
and retrieve their scores. Go to Grades 
then switch to Learning Mastery to see 
all competencies tested on and 
mastered. 

To access testing center information, go to  

https://advising.untdallas.edu/testing-services-unt-dallas. 

Register at https://www.registerblast.com/untdallas/Exam/List.

42

https://advising.untdallas.edu/testing-services-unt-dallas
https://www.registerblast.com/untdallas/Exam/List


Certify Teacher Access
Certify Teacher is a commercial resource where students can get a baseline diagnostic score and online practice 
questions.  The BECAS grant has current funding to pay for students to have access (ends August 31, 2021).

To gain access, email 
SOETCAO@untdallas.edu
with your first name, last 

name, untd email address, 
and requested exams.
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Phase 3: Clinicals Benchmarks

Clinical I – Methods Block 

• Methods courses for the 
teaching area(s)

• Includes field observation 
hours in an accredited school 
field placement in the 
subject(s) you are obtaining 
preparation to teach

Clinical II – Clinical Teaching

• Commonly referred to as 
student teaching or practice 
teaching 

• Occurs in an accredited 
school field placement



Clinical 1 Application Steps
What are my Clinical 1 admission requirements?

• Ensure prior admission to Teacher Education.
• Successfully complete* of all core, major, and teacher 

education coursework with a 2.75 GPA
o All Candidates: EDUC 3320 and Checkpoint 1
o Passing grades in Teacher Education courses.

• Meet licensure examination benchmarks.
o All Candidates: Attempt on/passage of the content and PPR 

representative exam or actual TExES exams. 

• Complete the Application to Clinical 1 in TK20 by the 
assigned deadline prior to the semester of entrance.

*Or, have a signed and approved contingency plan for completion
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Clinical Admissions TExES Test Matrix and Clinical Toolkit
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Phase 4: Clinical 1 Coursework with 
Required Field Hours

Clinical 1 Coursework – Pass all courses to be admitted to Clinical 2. 
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Application Steps: Admission to Clinical 
2- Clinical Teaching and Prerequisites

Clinical 1: Methods Courses

1 day in the field weekly

Clinical 2: Student Teaching 

(EDUC 4200)

5 days in the field weekly

Application to Clinical 2: 

Student Teaching

Program Benchmarks
Complete all coursework except EDUC 4200 with 2.75 GPA or higher.
Pass Checkpoint 2.
Submit evidence of 85% or higher on all representative Content, Supplementals, and PPR exams or attempt/passage 
of actual TExES Content, Supplemental, and PPR.
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Clinical 2 – Clinical Teaching 
Admissions Requirements

• Current enrollment in Clinical 1: Methods courses, 
with a minimum of 6 credit hours residency at UNT 
Dallas and a 2.75 GPA

• Successful completion of all coursework, except 
EDUC 4200, and completion of Checkpoint II

• Evidence of 85% or higher on all representative 
Content, Supplementals, and PPR exams or 
attempt/passage of actual TExES Content, 
Supplemental, and PPR exams

• Completion of the Clinical 2 application in TK20 by 
the assigned deadline prior to the semester of 
entrance

*Or, have a signed and approved contingency plan for completion
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Phase 5: Graduation and Certification

Graduate

BS, Interdisciplinary Studies.

Apply for Standard Certification.

Begin your career in teaching.
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https://teach.untdallas.edu/becoming-certified


Certification Costs
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Fees Amount Notes

Each TExES Exam  Attempt
(content, supplemental, and PPR)

$116* EC-6 Core Subjects only… $58 for a Subject 
Exam taken separately

EdTPA (pilot only right now) $311* Currently under pilot stage

Fingerprinting & Background Check Fee ~$52*

Standard Certification Fee $78*

TExES Test Preparation Resources Free up to -$150 Many students choose to access additional 
preparation resources.

TExES Interactive Exams $10*

TExES Representative Exams (UNTD Testing 
Center)

$25-30

Gaining professional certification comes with costs. Below is a rough outline of costs. Please note, 

costs are set by the State of Texas and their vendors. *The exam costs are subject to change at the 

discretion of the TExES vendor (e.g. Pearson or ETS).



Applying for Certification
Once you have completed all prior steps for certification eligibility, submit your request to be 
recommended for certification.
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To access forms and learn more:  
https://teach.untdallas.edu/becoming-certified

Complete your information on the 

Approval of Recommendation for 

Educator Certification form.

Include documentation: transcript, 

cleared fingerprints, & passed exam 

scores.

Sign, date, and submit the form.

https://teach.untdallas.edu/becoming-certified


Questions or Requests for Additional Information

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact us! Thank you!

Teacher Education Program Contact Information

SOEATE@untdallas.edu

972-338-1503 (0) 

School of Education Website

teach.untdallas.edu

School of Education Contact Information

soeteam@untdallas.edu

972-338-1503 (0) 

mailto:SOEATE@untdallas.edu
http://www.teach.untdallas.edu/
mailto:soeteam@untdallas.edu

